
Now that the weather is getting warmer, plants are GROWING, including ones that you 

didn’t plant in your yard. Some you may find pretty and leave be, but be careful, especially 

if you have children and pets. Below is a comprised list of the most commonly found, wild-

growing toxic plants that you may very well find growing on your property. 

 

 

NAME DESCRIPTION HAZARD 
Purple Nightshade 

 

Climbing vine; 

Found in waste places; 

Oval leaves with one or two 

lobes at base like a bow-tie; 

Purple star-like flowers; 

Red berries in fall 

 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 

White Baneberry 

 

1-2’ tall 

Leaves divided, sharply-

toothed; 

Flowers white on reddish 

stalk; 

Berries white with dark spot 

at tip, giving plant its other 

name: Doll’s Eyes 

 

All parts of this plant, 

especially the berries, are 

poisonous to eat 

 

Celandine 

 

1-2’ tall 

Leaves irregular, lobed, with 

scalloped edges; 

Flowers bright yellow, four-

petaled; 

Bright yellow-orange plant 

juices stain hands and 

clothes 

 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 

Buttercup 

 

1-2’ tall 

Fields, ditches, roadsides; 

Leaves divided into many 

lobes; 

Flowers bright yellow, 5-

petaled 

 

Juices from this plant are 

irritating to the skin and 

poisonous if eaten 

 



Lily-of-the-Valley 

 

4-8” tall 

Dark green upright leaves 

with parallel veins; 

Flowers tiny white waxy 

bells on a stalk; 

Grows and spreads from 

flowerbeds 

 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 

Poison Ivy 

 

Woody climbing vine or low 

ground cover; 

Leaves smooth on top, hairy 

underneath; 

leaves divided into three 

leaflets with irregular 

edges; 

Clusters of whitish or tan 

berries 

 

All parts of this plant can 

cause an itchy rash when 

touched and are poisonous to 

eat. Remember this rhyme: 

Leafs of three, let it be! 

Stinging Nettle 

 

1-4’ tall 

 Opposite oval leaves with 

jagged edges; 

 Clusters of dangling green 

flowers where leaves attach 

to stem;  

Stiff stinging hairs on stem 

brush off when you touch 

them 

 

Touching this plant causes a 

skin rash that burns. The 

juice of a jewelweed plant 

will help to take the sting 

away if rubbed on the rash. 

Jack-in-the-Pulpit 

 

1-2’ tall 

Distinctive 3-part leaf; 

Vase-like cup with curving 

lid, beige stripes, 

surrounding a flower spike; 

Found in moist woods 

 

Any part of fresh plant is 

poisonous, though dried 

roots may be edible when 

carefully prepared 

False Hellebore 

 

2-8’ tall 

Found in damp places; 

Broad green leaves with 

thick parallel veins like 

ridges; 

Flowers form in cluster at 

top 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 
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Bittersweet 

 

A climbing shrub/vine; 

Leaves oval and fine-

toothed, with sharply 

pointed tips ; 

Clusters of split-open red 

and orange 3-parted berries 

in fall 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 

Jimsonweed 

 

2-5’ tall 

Leaves with sharp angles; 

Trumpet-like white to 

lavender flowers and spiny 

fruits; 

Found in waste places 

 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 

Water Hemlock 

 

3-10’ tall 

Purple-streaked or spotted 

stem; 

Leaves divided into long, thin 

leaflets; 

Wet meadows and swamps 

 

All parts of this plant are 

poisonous to eat 
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